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Q. Why are we talking Scabies?  

A. Because we are all part of a team(s) that support the care of others.

So, first up…….it is important to understand that Scabies is not related to cleanliness, anyone can get scabies and the reason we are asking you to play detective, is because the people we care for are considered vulnerable. 

Q. Is Scabies contagious?
A. This skin condition is highly contagious but requires skin-to-skin contact – so your hand hygiene (including the washing of forearms where applicable) and the correct choice, use and disposal of your personal protective equipment (PPE) is essential in preventing the spread from person to person. Careful handling of clothing and bed linen is also essential.

Q. What are we looking out for?

A. Scabies rash can appear red or pink on lighter skin, and the rashes are often easy to spot. On darker skin, there can also be inflammation and redness, with colours ranging from pink to violet. However, rashes on darker skin most often appear skin-coloured or only slightly lighter. This can make closer examination necessary. 


Q. How long does it take for the scabies rash to appear 

A. For new infections, scabies symptoms can take a month to six weeks to appear. For people who've had scabies before, symptoms can appear in a day or two.


Now that we have your attention, can we ask you to make time to look at the national guidance in full,  UKHSA guidelines for the management of scabies cases and outbreaks in communal residential settings - GOV.UK then, share it with your work mates, your residents and their families (if appropriate) so that we can all play a part in “Bug Busting” 
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